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Child Sexual Abuse: Attitudes, Beliefs, and Actions Taken
Report Highlights

In 2003, Stop It Now!® Minnesota commissioned a random telephone survey of 500 residents of the seven
county Twin Cities metropolitan area to measure attitudes, beliefs, and actions taken relating to child sexual
abuse. Sutvey results wete used to tailor Stop It Now! Minnesota’s efforts to prevent child sexual abuse.
That survey found that awareness of child sexual abuse was high but there was a disconnect between
awareness of child sexual abuse and action to preventit. (See 2003 Report Highlights for mote detailed
tesults.) In 2007, Stop It Now! Minnesota commissioned a follow-up survey in the same geographic area to
measure program impact to date and guide futute programming,

Stop It Now! Minnesota is a member of the Stop It Now! network (www.stopitnow.org). Our 2007 sutvey is
the latest in a seties of surveys about child sexual abuse prevention commissioned for Stop It Now! programs
since 1995. In all, nearly 6,000 adults have been interviewed about their attitudes toward the sexual abuse of
children and their capacity to act to protect children. A national dataset is currently being analyzed and a
report will be issued at a future date.

Who We Are:

Stop It Now! Minnesota’s mission is to prevent the sexual abuse of children before a child is harmed and
before an adult, youth, or child acts in a sexually inappropriate way towards a child. We believe that adults,
not children, are responsible for preventing child sexual abuse. We promote healthy and caring environments
for children, safe from sexual abuse. Our goals are to:
® Teach adults to take action before a child is harmed and before an adult, youth, or child acts in a
sexually inappropriate way toward a child;
® Reduce battiers that prevent adults from taking action when they are aware of or concerned about
sexually inapproptiate behaviots towards children; and
® Reduce batriers faced by adults having sexual thoughts ot behaviots towards children so they seek
help before they harm a child o, if they have already abused a child, seek help, stop abusing, and face
accountability.
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