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Key Facts and Statistics on Child Sexual Abuse

85% of the time children are abused by someone they know.'

83% of child sexual abuse cases in the seven county Twin Cities metropolitan area involved family
and/or extended family members.?

One in five girls and one in 10 to 20 boys will be sexually abused at some point in their childhood.?
Nearly 88% of sexual abuse is never reported.*

In a random digit dial telephone survey of 500 Twin Cities residents, 105 had the experience of
being sexually abused as a child. Of these, only 32 told an adult about the incident while still a child.
Of the 32 who did tell an adult, only seven recalled that the incident was reported to authorities.”

Sex offender treatment reduces the likelihood of sexual recidivism. Those who were treated show a
recidivism rate of only 10 percent, while those who do not go through treatment have a recidivism
rate of 17%.6

Of people known to sexually abuse children, men outnumber women 8:1. Most often the person
who sexually abuses children is a heterosexual male ranging in age from adolescence to middle age.”

People who sexually abuse children represent all social classes, races and vocations.®

It is estimated that there are 60 million survivors of childhood sexual abuse in America today.’
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